IN MEMORIAM WILLIAM H. LETCHER

Al the recent rebnion of "'Old Settlers of Sa-
line County,’" after quite a lengthy hiography
of Willinm Hamilion Letcher, in which the
events of his life were 1eviewed by his own son,
the memorial coucluded with the following el
oquent tribute, written by an intimate friend
whose knowledge of the honored dead’s char-
acter wos the froit of long companionship Com-
ment 1% nnnecessary | the closing sentences are
published verbatim:

““As Old Settlers it is onr pecnling  privilege
snd duty to pay honor to the memory of this
noble tian, who cane fn and went out before us
for almost filty years, Whatever is good, and
strong, and well lounded in our social and po.
litical fabric, he helped to build it He was a
man of elevated ideas, of remarkable natural
gilts, and of unusual attainments; o student  in
bouks, a student ol men and of sature, He was
nol satisfied to know auything partly; his -
vestigation of & sabject had to be thorough amd
exhaustive, Ewvery branch of knowledge at.
tracted him, and, when the mood was on  lilm,
talking to friends, he gave astomshing evi-
dences of the extent and accuracy of lis know-
ledge. He would walk of the planets or  anal-
yse a flower with equal familiarity and acquain:
tance with his subject, o his utterance of it,
the Euglish language was not & mere vehicle
for the peddiing of sounds.  He was master of
his mother-tongue; every sentence was clear,
compact and expressive; every word appropri.
ate, and not ane superfluons.  With  his own
hands he tended his trees, his plants and  flow-
ets, and watched their habits and growth  with
affectionate care.  They were his compunions,
anid responded to his touch.

Like all truly great men—for he was a great
man--he was modest and retiving.  He  loved
and sohght the cotpany of younyg mep, desir-
ing to instill into them bigh wdeals of life  He
was a lover of peace, but when his Scotch Irish
blood was aroused he was 4 man 1o beware of,
He cared little for money, and although a  for.
tune at the practice of the law, war always
his command, he died & poor man.  In his
prime he was not without ambition, but he was
100 protud 10 stoop to the methods of the mere
politician. It was something his fault that he
permitted men, his inferiors, 1o pass him on the
road to eminence.  ““Things in motion  sooner
catch the eye than what not stirs,”’

He was one of the founders of this Soclety,
and no one took more pleasure to  meet and
talk with Old Settlers than did be.  His fund
of anecdotes and reminiscences concerning  the
old times, was abundant and  delightful He
was royal and affectionate to these old friends,
and would speud more time and talent defend-
lug the riglns of ove of thew, free of charge,
than for an indifferent clicnt with a great fee,

Let us cherish his wemory.  Let os, who
knew him, accord him that honor he deserved.

His life and his deeds in bygone days have con
ferred honors aml benefits on s

VELOCITY OF THE WIND.

The great burticane which wronght such Je-
struction 1o Porte Rico has furnished remarka
ble records of velocity, Recent advices (rom
the Weather Burcan station at Hatteras coutain
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some very startling figures, and prove that if
we are to register the highest possible velocities
of the wind, onr awtomatic apparatus will have
to be strengthened accordingly, The greatest
velocity occurred shortly after noon, the 17th
of August, fjwhen records were made which
prove this hurricane to have been the most se-
vere within the past seventy-five vears,

It seems on the moriing of Avgust 16, east
erly goles were experienced at Hatteras in
which the velocity of the wind ranged from
thirty «ix tao fifry miles an hour. At four o'clock
of the morning of the 17th the wind was blow.
ing seventy miles an hour. and at one o'clock,
poom it was ninety-three miles an howr,  with
extreme velovities of from 120 1o 150 miles un
hour. At this time the anemomeler cups were
blown away: but ke report states that the wind
probably reached an even greater toree lrom 3§
pom. to 7 pomoof that day.  The highest ve.
Tocity previously repotted at that  station  was
elghty miles an howr; this was Apefl, 168, The
air pressure reached 2% 62 nches at eight pom.,
and this is the lowest ever recarded on the wid-
dle Atlantic cvoast —Scientific Ameriean

ON EVIL DAYS,

CAR =il the genins,  these are evil days
for men of futellect.  Not only are all the na
tional tendencies gross amd wiaterindistie, but
the very things which we cotiie it contact with
in our daily lives are not such as can be used
with poetic effect by our biographers.  When:
ever we goto the havnts of the mighty dead
we are shown Httle vine ¢lad cottages in which
they lived, strange okl carriages in which they
rode, and lirge old-fashioned beds in which
they dreawed thelr dreams.  Thelir favorite
slonded walks are pointed out to ow, and the
trees heneath which they liked to =it

“Hot how will it be a hundred years from
vow when any one tries to beat up the haunts
of a genius of the present day?  He will have
o go to some fifthestory fat ionstesd ol toa
vine-clad cottame,  He will be shown the trol
ley line that the great man  patrotized, the
folding-bed that he slept in, and perhaps the
spot whiere he was fatally  ipjured in an inter-
ference with a calile car or a horseless carriage.
Truly is w hardly worth while to be a celelwat-
ed genius nowadays."'- Harper's Bagar

COLLEGES CONSOLIDATE.

The recent decision of the Mimouri Confur.
encegol the M, K. ehurch,South, o consolidate
the two Fayette schools, Howard Pavne anid
Central College, is indicative of what Western
seutiment is necomplishing in opening all vectari
an schiools to both young men and women
Though taken in this instance as o means of say
ing considerable revenue, which conld be appro-

|rli|lh-l| mote  advaniugeoisly than thorgh the

employment of two facu tles, the step must
have been insome mcasure, influcnced by the
sicoess taany schools of the west have enjus e,
whose cardival principle bas been the total
climiuation of sexual differences so far as cols
lege work is concerned, and the practical wnd
high grade work accotuplished by those insti
PN

Carncigle has becvme so antl- American in i s
views, that be wedently lousa 0 vty o
deny that he was seeking seat in the English
Parliament.

A FACTOR IN MEAT MARKET.

A large share of the responsibility for the
current rise in the price of meat is laid to the
defective system which governs the use of the
publie grazing Tands in the West. These lands,
vast tracts of them In the States beyond the
Misalssdppt, ave at present only it for grazing.
They constitute from 75 to g5 per cent of tle
total acreage of Arixona, Montana, Utah, Wys
oming, Idiho and Nevada, nearly 6o per cert
ol Culifornis, and n great part of many other
Sintes. They caunot well be taken up in quar-
ter-sectione by seltlers, hecause 160 acres of
stich Tand will not support a man, Swmall hold-
ings are not worth boying, and the government
uo longer sells great tracts, No ote owns
these lands or looks out for them,  Cattle-men
and sheep men contend for the use of them, the
lands arc over-grazed, and in many places land
that formerly was good grazingland is mow
desert Texas owns its own public lands and
fooks alter them, but in the other States such
Lands ure the property of the Federal govern-
ment. It is to the alwise and  waste of these

mblic tands that the inadequacy of our il
!lw-!l-nltppl\' is said to he cll’q."'; duse. m:;:ui
times hive greatly incrensed the demaund for
v, and are no doubt the immediate canse of
the vise, Yot back of that is this deeper and
more serlons canse,  The most practicable rem-
edy suguested is the leasing ol these public
Tands for comparatively short periods and in
tionderate sleed tracts, so that it will be to  the
titerest of scnse one to maintain their prodact:
weties

I Ahi® waste of grazing-lands is so much 1w
Dlame for the higher prices of meat, the sitna-
thott will net be relleved by the establishment
of new shanghter-honses to compete with the
wieat lepst 1 the evil is really as widespread and
sethotis s i represented it is in a way now 10 be
reedied. for whistever concerns the price of
meat will be remembered even in Congress. -

K S, Mattin

Shifing Democracy.

The Columbia Herald, oune of the few demo
cratle papers, whose attitude upon expansion
s ot changed, last werk  reprinted the fol-
lowing extruets from two demos ratis platforms,
the one & vear ago and the other, that of the
fecent congressional distriet ]!'llfl'll'ln- The
Herald evidently tkes such pride in being one
of the wolders of party  opinion thst no hesita-
tion is shown in woting by comparisons the
vacillating policy of the party to which it ad-
hetes

FUELTON PLATFIM, =IMINGFIELD PLATMONM,

We wre Birvservidd |y Aol slnew the proseen-
upiprsed teo O mlliturismtion of the war has eni-
mod b e b s of Poresls talliad grent loss 1o us of
\ by . W hath  Tie and treasure,

bet
wanl 2 e, We beewe demand  that  Porta
Phove “shat il men wee eo and all Spanish wi-
covnted espienls Yhint they eltors In thie West Indies

are shdoved by thwelrexeept Cuba,  shall b
Crmtir with vortain o selisd, or be taken by
shwnable vights: that p-'possesslon of srms and
wieetig Ve e L, il Bedd uuder thes severelen.
R L 11T contt of hiwpe 15 of this conntey
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Curneiite Vanderbilt, who died Tuesday, re-
cently gave his howe church $60,000.
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